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Ryozo Wat an abe* : On the identity of some 
Japanese Claopodium 
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Claopodium. nervosum is a member of the Thuidiaceae, and this species is 
hitherto known from Himalaya, Ceylon, Sumatra, Java, Celebes, China, Philippine, 
Korea and Japan. This species is closely allied to Cl. aciculum. The stem leaves 
are larger than those of Cl. aciculum and the border cells are pellucid and quadrate 
or rectangular in form whereas in Cl. aciculum the cells are ovate. In 1919-1920, 
Brotherus published Cl. subaciculum based on a sterile material collected by Naka- 
nishiki from Mt. Kuishi, Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku in Japan. He distinguished 
the species from Cl. aciculum by robustness and longer branches. I examined the 
type material of Cl. subaciculum through the courtesy of Dr. Roivainen of Helsinki 
University. As shown in Fig. 1, it well agrees with Cl. nervosum. I think that 
Cl. subaciculum is identical with Cl. nervosum. Recently, I examined Hong Kong 
material belonging to Cl. nervosum. Japanese materials are long papillose on leaf 
cells, but the exotic one is less long papillose than Japanese. The other characte¬ 
ristics, however, show that they are quite identical. 

Claopodium mervosum (Harv.) Flesch., Laubmfl. Java 4 : 1504 (1922) (Fig. 1). 

C. subaciculum Broth., Finsk. Vet.-Soc. Forhandl. 57 : 34 (1919-1920), syn. nov. 

Plants slender, dark green or yellowish green, in thin mats, brownish yellow 
below. Stem slender, tough and wiry, prostrate, 5-10 cm long, densely branched, 
branches 3-5 mm long. Stem leaves numerous, appressed when dry, spreading 
when moist, laxly imbricate, ovate-lanceolate, long acuminate, about 0.8-1.1 mm 
long and 0.3-0.35 mm wide, margins denticulate; costa fairly strong, simple, yello¬ 
wish-green, reaching to apex, back of costa rarely slightly denticulate, cells of 
leaf-blade thin-walled, irregular in shape, but usually rectanglar, 3.5-5X11-13.5/*, 
papilla one per cell, apical cells of leaf oval-hexagonal to rhomboidal, 5-6.6x18- 
22 /*, pellucid, rarely unipapilla per cell, marginal cells larger and rhomboidal, 
pellucid. Branch leaves similar to stem leaves, 0.6-1.0 mm long and 0.25-0.3 
mm. wide; costa strong, simple, reaching to apex, lamina cells 3-5x8-12/*. 

Specim. exam. Shikoku; Mt. Kuishi, Kochi Pref. (coll. Nakanishiki, type of 

* Kitatama-gun, Tokyo. 
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Fig. 1. Claopodium nervosum (Harv.) Flesch. 1—3. Stem leaves, X70. 
4, 5. Branch leaves. X70. 6. Apical part of stem leaf. X600. 7, 8. 

Median cells of stem leaf. X600. 9. Marginal cells of stem leaf. X600. 
10, 11. Stem leaves. X70. 12, 13. Branch leaves. Xl50. 14. Apical part 
of stem leaf. X600. 15. Median cells of stem leaf. X600. 16. Marginal 
cells of stem leaf. X600. (1—9. Koonose, Kumamoto Pref.; 10—14. 

type of Claopodium subaciculuni). 
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Claopodium subaciculum in Herb. H.): Kyushu; Koonose, Kumamoto Pref. (coll. 
Maebara nos. 1617, 2652, 2841, 2848, 2969, 4219, 4221, 4259, 4630, 4632, 4984), 
Isshoochi (coll. Maebara nos. 1995, 2993, 2994, 4692, 4940), Hitoyoshi (coll. Maebara 
nos. 2804, 3041), Kuwamura (coll. Maebara no. 2776). 

Range : Himalaya, Ceylon, Sumatra, Java, Celebes, China, Philippine, Korea 
and Japan (Shikoku and Kyushu). 

Ecological notes : This species grows in calcareous regions, often occurring with 
Homaliadelphus Targonianus on limestones. It is rare and restricted to southern 
Japan. 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Dr. Sakurai, Kyoritsu Pharmaceutical Col¬ 
lege, Dr. Hattori, Hattori Botanical Laboratory, Dr. Noguchi, Kumamoto University, 
Dr. Roivainen, Helsinki University, Mr. Iwatsuki, Hattori Botanical Laboratory, 
Mr. Inoue, Tokyo University of Education and Mr. Maebara, Hitoyoshi High School 
for their kind guidance and help in supplying available specimens. 
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Hosta minor Nakai f. albiflora Toyama, forma nov. 

Flores albi. 

Nom. Nipp. Sirobana-keirin-gibosi (nov.) 

Hab. Kyusyu, Prov. Tusima, insula Simosima, mt. Ariake (S. Toyama, 6. Sept. 
1932-typus in Biological Inst., Faculty of Liberal Arts, Nagasaki University, Nagasaki). 
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